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Lazarus 


Wrapped round and round with the bandages of the grave, 
a massive figure stands carved in the silence of stone. His arms 
are powerful but bound to his sides and clumsily set back, so 
that he looks ungainly, a vigorous man taken by surprise. 
Stepping forward, he yet looks behind him almost as if 
he would return — but we cannot know whether he is looking 
back at the safe, dark tomb from which he has been so 
unexpectedly summoned, or at the life he lived before he 
tasted death. Jacob Epstein’s Lazarus is not simply a statue 
of a dead man raised to life, but a portrait of one imprisoned 
who is afraid to be free. 


Tam the resurrection’, Jesus told Martha, and it was to respond 
to her faith in the truth of these words and to give others that 
faith that he raised her brother Lazarus from the dead. The 
incarnation and the resurrection , Christmas and Easter, are at 
the heart of the Christian message and are indivisible . Neither 
belief makes sense without the other; the resurrection of 
Christ is impossible without his birth and his birth is 
meaningless without his resurrection. But because they are set 
apart, it’s easier to enjoy the one without facing the difficulty 
of the other; to rejoice at the coming of a saviour while 
forgetting what he came to save us from. Christmas we receive: 
the crucifixion we inflict; the resurrection follows suffering and 
sacrifice and depends on faith. 


Christmas on its own is a happy and an easy festival. It draws 
the chill span of winter into a centre of warmth and merriment. 
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For those for whom the celebrations are not merely secular, the 
image of a child born to save us glows within the deepest 
recess of the year. And for all with homes and families and 
money enough to spare, a period which should be the bleakest 
becomes the safest, a time of drawn curtains and excuses. The 
world seems hushed and smaller and there are fewer things to 
do. ‘Winter kept us warm’, wrote T S Eliot, paradoxically, 
‘covering the earth in forgetful snow’. Like Lazarus in the tomb, 
we slumber. 


‘Unbind him, let him go free’, commands Jesus. But going free is 
not so easy for Epstein’s Lazarus, still bound in the bandages 
of the grave. Both death and his life before death asked less of 
him than this; for he has a knowledge and experience now 
which will set him apart and which will make Gad’s call to him 
one never to be denied. And so he looks behind him. 


To have faith in the resurrection of Christ, prefigured in the 
Lazarus tale, is to believe not only in eternal life but in the 
possibility of a new life on earth. Only by rising from sleep and 
dying to self can mankind be freed from sin and death. The 
Christmas message taken alone is one of rejoicing; combined 
with that of Easter it points to the need for trial and sacrifice 
and painful rebirth. ‘April is the cruellest month’, runs the other 
half of Eliot's paradox, ‘breeding lilacs out of the dead land’. 


Judith Rice 
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AVision 
Realised 


‘What can I tell you about this place? This is a way of life — 
the most interesting thing that one can be involved in.’ The 
Reverend Edgar Wallace looks down on part of his project 
from the office window; a project which has evolved over 
less than 10 years and which is still in the process of expansion. 
He likes to think that Clayton House (Toc H) Crawley Ltd is an 
expression of the Toc H concept of projects for mentally 
handicapped and physically handicapped people, only on a 
larger and more intensive scale. It is also the fulfilment of an 
ambition nurtured over a considerable period of time but 
which really began to take shape when he came to Crawley to 
work in an industrial mission. He soon found that his interest 
in the workforce extended to taking an interest in their families 
and home life; in external factors which have a great deal of 
control over performance on the shop floor. This realisation led 
to an important discovery; in the Crawley area there were 
numerous families with mentally and multi-handicapped 
youngsters, for whom no provision was made. ‘Once they reach 
the age of 18, such children pass out of the hands of the local 
education authorities and become the responsibility of social 
services,’ explains Edgar. ‘And for many of them, this is the end 
of the line because social services have very limited resources. 
Many handicapped people end up staying at home and that’s 
the end of that.’ 


Edgar subsequently joined the staff of Toc H and was thus able 
to improve the quality of life for at least some youngsters by 
initiating summer projects etc in different parts of Sussex. 
But of course, the long-term effectiveness of these was limited. 
‘When the time came for me to leave Toe H, I saw an 
opportunity to bring into being something which I'd had a 
vision of for many years — and to do it full-time.’ That was back 
in 1980; now, 8 years on, the ‘vision’ has materialised into five 
residential houses and a day centre for mentally handicapped 
people , based at Ifield Hall. The Hall itself contains 
the special needs and intermediate departments, and in addition 
is a home for a small number of people with severe behavioural 
problems. It stands adjacent to an administration block and a 
series of outbuildings which house several workshops. Just 
across the way, men are busy putting the finishing touches 
to a new building which will eventually contain 
12 more classrooms. For Outreach 3 Way, as the project is 
known, is a growing concern. 


‘people are very nervous, even 
frightened, of the mentally handicapped’ 


At the moment it caters for around 150 adults, all over the 
age of 19, who travel in five days a week to do various 
workshop activities. They have a wide range of abilities, from 
the very severely multi-handicapped to the very mildly 
handicapped, who are waiting to get into some sort of sheltered 
accommodation. Gill Swain is the centre’s Educational 
Coordinator and I asked her to describe the facilities available: 
‘In addition to a gymnasium and a new hydrotherapy pool, 
we've got all the usual kind of woodwork sections, arts and 
crafts, pottery — and quite a big contract department. Because 
we're near to Gatwick Airport, we put together the “long haul” 
catering packs for various major airlines. This also means that 
our trainees are able to go up to the airport, deliver the goods 
and some of them even get to learn warehouse skills. Many 
of their parents work at Gatwick so this exercise not only 
represents an important contact with the community, it also 


Each year, on 11 December, a Toc H lamp 
is lit at a selected point on the globe and a symbolic 
chain is formed as Toc H branches observe the 


Ceremony of Light at 9pm local time. This year, the 
World Chain of Light will begin in Crawley, the scene 
of a unique and exciting venture which is enabling 
mentally handicapped people to lead fuller, more 
independent lives. Sue Biggerstaff reports. 
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This trainee is a very accomplished knitter — she chose th 
pattern and wool herself. 


gives them something in common with their families.’ Another 
important contact with the public is made through the centre’s 
horticultural section, which consists of a large area of land and 
a massive greenhouse. Trs lovely for the trainees because it 
means that they re selling something which they have produced. 
And in doing so, they deal with money and they meet people.’ 


The day centre is situated on some 42 acres of land, making it 
possible for a small farm to be accommodated, which the 
trainees help to maintain. This opens up some big possibilities 
because there are several farms in the area, the owners of which 
are very willing to employ handicapped people. ‘We've found 
that factories are not quite so keen to cooperate,’ explains 
Gill. ‘Although they're supposed to take on a certain percentage 
of handicapped people, they don’t live up to it very well. Mind 
you, we often find that many of those who go into factories 
lead isolated and lonely lives. People are kindly and nice but not 
friendly in a warm way, I think that people are very nervous, 
even frightened, of the mentally handicapped. Overcoming 
prejudices of this sort is one of our main jobs.’ The trainees 
who live in the centre of the town at Open House, Queen’s 
Lodge and Carmen House live in small, family-size units, They 
have proved themselves to have more ability and so integrate, 
to some extent, with the rest of the community. They can go 
shopping, use the leisure centre, go to the pictures. . . ‘Our 
next move,’ says Gill, ‘will be to put those who show the 
ability to manage more independently into small flats — with 
help, of course.’ 
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As Outreach 3 Way has grown, it has moved away from the old 
concept of adult training centres, and the role it has assumed is 
primarily educational. It has adopted an ‘American style 
teaching system, where there are ‘majorings’ and “minorings : 
When a person arrives, they are assessed to find their level of 
natural ability, where their potential lies and how that potential 
can be developed. ‘We eventually make a decision, with their 
cooperation, for them to major in one particular thing, 
describes Edgar. ‘It could be anything: horticulture, weaving, 
painting. And of the 15 sessions which are held each week, 10 
will be spent on their “majoring”. The other 5 are devoted 
fo acquiring basic skills, such as literacy, numeracy and 
domestic science, skills which are vital to survival in the outside 
world’, 


‘the link between the Crawley project and Toc H has 
become more tentative as the years have passed’. 


The important thing to note about Clayton House (Toc H) 
Crawley Ltd, is that it’s not only a Christian based 
charity, it is also a registered charitable company; a major 
enterprise with a turnover of approximately £1 million a year 
and a staff of around 60 people. As such, it has a board of 
12 directors, five of whom are members of Toc H. The link 
between the Crawley project and Toc H has become more 
tentative as the years have passed, but the latter still features 
in a variety of ways. Two members of Crawley’s staff, Allan 
Hunt and Len Elphick, are also long-standing members of Toc H. 
From time to time they hold informal meetings where trainees 
can spend the evening socialising, talking about different things, 
maybe seeing some slides. ‘We also talk about things in Point 3, 
says Allan. ‘Sometimes you wonder how much they re managing 
to take in; whether they understand properly. But then 
something happens, like after the Last Night of the Proms had 
been on the television; one of the trainees came up to me and 
said "Did you see Toc H on the telly last night?” He obviously 
understood.’ 


Although there has been something of a rift, Edgar is keen 
to see the ties between Toc H and Outreach 3 Way strengthened 
as much as possible. ‘Into our constitution is built the necessity 
Jor a regional and national representative of the movement to sit 
on the board at all times,’ he points out. ‘As I see it, we are “aye 
Toc H but we don’t belong to it in the same close-knit way asa 
branch.’ He has surrounded himself with professionals, ‘people 
whom I see as being capable of conceptual thinking, who are 
used to talking in policy terms rather than in financial terms.’ 


Scenes around the 
classroom. 
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The ability of these people to ‘think big’ is especially helpful 
at the present time as the groundwork is being laid for a new 
off shoot of the Outreach 3 Way project. Just on the outskirts 
of the town stands Target Hill, which is surrounded by 37 
acres of land recently acquired from the borough council. 
The first step is 10 build a centre for 24 mentally handicapped 
people which, in due course, will be joined by smaller properties, 
containing something like seven residents, plus house parents. In 
Shon Edgar Wallace is about to create a unique village, which 
will bring together different aspects of handicap. ‘We'll have the 
more ahle helping to look after the less fit, thus introducing 4 
selfhelp element. Eventually we anticipate that there'll be 15 — 
20 houses there. Bur the thing is, alongside our development, 
ve council is building a new conurbation of housing; therefore 
our neighbours will be members of the Crawley community.’ 
There's no doubt that this latest venture has got tremendous 
Rau especially as it is in the heart of a conservation area 
this gison woodland. They’re already looking for ways of 

sing this. It is hoped that young people will be able tO 
get involved in their natural surroundings, perhaps by being 


trai i j i 
a in forestry or animal husbandry. The emphasis, 3% 
ays, will be on creative activity., 
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‘integrate? 
They say... 


For many years the Western Approaches Chiltern Vale 
District of Toc H has maintained a link with the 
Princess Marina Centre at Seer Green. This takes the 
form of regular monthly visits and an annual project. 
The district’s main contact at the Home is Mrs Cary] 
Lloyd, who here writes about how it feels to be 
disabled. She has lived at the Centre for 19 years. 
Although requiring constant attention, she is able to 
use her feet to do many things — including typing! 
She and her husband Peter, also a resident of the home 
and another Toc H member, want to encourage other 
disabled people to communicate more effectively with 
the able-bodied world. Mrs Lloyd believes greater 
communication should lead to greater understanding. 


The words integration and independence are continuously 
on the lips of social workers and many other people involved 
with the disabled. 


Yes, they are both excellent in their own way. Unfortunately, 
the general public are often unaware of the part they could 
play to help. In a great number of situations, able-bodied people 
ignore or shy away from those of us with any form of disability. 
In my own experience, the facts are that the majority still seem 
to think that someone in a wheelchair is in some way mentally 
handicapped or unable to understand what is being said. Instead 
of giving the disabled person time to communicate, they either 
walk away or talk to the helper. Even though I do attend two 
adult education classes in the local community, 1 still feel the 
odd one out because the others do not talk to me very much. 
Oh, they are kind and make sure 1 have my drink, but then they 
all go off and leave me in my place. Because a wheelchair takes 
up space, it is not easy or straightforward for me to move 
about the room as there are chairs and tables in my way. 


There are many forms of independence. For example, with 
the help of special aids and alterations, a severely handicapped 
person can become fully independent. However, to integrate 
you have to go out into the community where only too often 


‘What we've got to do all the time is press back the concepts of 
normal, abnormal and subnormal , says Edgar. ‘Because in many 
ways, such terms are meaningless. It would be very hard to find 
a human being who is completely without handicap.’ Very 
recently, a number of trainees gained City and Guilds Certificates 
after completing day release courses at local colleges. Some now 
help out at playgroups and in old people’s homes in the town 
for a couple of days a week. And they’re not there as a token 
gesture on the part of the authorities; they’re there because 
they’ve got something real to offer. Successes of this sort make 
a mockery of words like ‘normal’ and ‘abnormal’. 


‘I've done many things in my life, from ordinary parish parson 
to industrial chaplain, to Toc H staff man. But this job is one of 
those things for which everything else has been a preparation,’ 
says Edgar. ‘This is the culmination of all that I’ve done. We 
believe that God has it for us to expand to the country as a 
whole and probably -overseas. Because we have accepted a 
challenge: to take these people out into the community and to 
bring the community forward to meet them. We want there to 
be recognition and acceptance on both sides, for each has an 
invaluable contribution to make to the life of the other." 
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you become totally dependent because of a lack of aids, and 
because ordinary objects such as steps, heavy doors and narrow 
doorways make getting around almost impossible. One can be 
mentally independent but this only works if the disabled person 
can be understood easily or has a good helper. Even the most 
severely handicapped can be independent and fully responsible 
for their own lives, given the correct help and support. Today, 
technology is certainly becoming extremely useful to the 
disabled but this means money and lots of it. 


‘until the general attitude of 
the majority changes to accept 
people with a severe handicap, 
true integration is quite out of 

the question’ 


However, until the general attitude of the majority changes to 
accept people with a severe handicap, true integration is quite 
out of the question. Disabled people themselves must learn to 
speak up for their rights and do what they can to educate the 
general public. It is by no means a one-way problem and the 
present government is not helping the disabled because those 
living in the community have lost a number of grants. lt is more 
difficult to get the help and treatment which enables them to be 
independent. Getting a job is often impossible because of the 
lack of access and aids which the employer usually says is 
because of the cost. The government does not, as far as I 
am aware, help firms to adapt equipment or do slight 
alterations to help a disabled person obtain a job. Access 
to public buildings has improved and people are becoming 
more aware of the needs of the disabled, but personally | think 
there is a long way to go. On the other hand, the latest health 
and safety laws are stopping those of us in wheelchairs from 
entering some places of entertainment, because of fire risk. 


Would you like to be patronized, ignored or laughed at by 
your fellow human beings? Try and imagine it for five minutes 
now. And remember, you could become disabled through no 
fault of your own, at any time. 


This article originally appeared in The Bucks Examiner and 
is reproduced here by kind permission of the Editor. 


William Drinkwater writes about an interesting and 
inexpensive hobby. 


The Great War 
on little pieces 
of pasteboard 


MENTION cigarette cards to anyone over 60 years of age 
and the memories flood back of small boys kneeling on 
kerbsides and flicking dirty pieces of pasteboard along the 
pavements in the thirties. Now, two generations after, although 
the cigarette companies no longer give away cards, the hobby 
of collecting ‘oldies’ is fast growing in popularity. But there’s 
a difference. No more are they regarded as common ‘give- 
aways’ to be picked up from discarded packets or begged 
from adults who smoked — for today they are seen in their 
true light as miniature gems of social history. Most are examples 
of excellent artistry or photography, with faultless presentation 
and immense detail; their coverage extending into countless 
fields of interest. 


The issuing of cards, seriously, as an advertising ploy by tobacco 
companies, began around the tum of the century. It intensified 
when, in 1901, James Buchanan Duke, a tobacco magnate who 
had amassed some 200 companies in America, set foot in 
Liverpool and attempted to corner the market by importing 
raw tobacco from his plantations and manufacturing cigarettes 
in this country — thus dominating the industry much as he had 
done in the USA. Immediately he bought up Ogdens for the 
dollar equivalent of £1 million. British companies reacted to the 
threat by forming a consortium, led by W D & H O Wills, of 
Bristol, of 13 companies which then became known as the 
Imperial Tobacco Company (of Great Britain and Ireland) Ltd. 
Later another five joined, including a firm of printers and 
publishers. 


A short, sharp conflict ensued. A useful aid in the selling of 
Duke’s cigarettes in America proved to be a small card with a 
picture on one side and an advertisement on the other which 
he gave away in each packet. So he used the same technique in 
the ‘tobacco war’ . The Imperial Tobacco Company fought 
back using the same weapons — having by then the advantage 
of a vast number of companies within the group, each offering 


CHAS 


Cy 


On the left, Piper Daniel Laidlaw V.C who, prior to an attack on 
enemy trenches near Loos & Hill 70, played his pipes to rally his 
company. He continued to play until wounded. (Callaher Ltd, 
1916) Meanwhile, Corporal Chas E Garforth showed gallantry 
on three separate occasions in 1914. (Cohen, Weenen & Co’s 
Cigarettes, 1916) 
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The card on the left depicts the 
spirit of the French nation in its 


fight against the German 
occupation. The two remaning 
cards reflect the intense 


anti-German feeling of the time. 
[Raemakers War Cartoons, 1916 — 
Carreras Ltd) 


a variety of sets to be collected, they soon proved too strong 
for the intruder. In 1902 Duke admitted defeat and decided to 
get out. He sold Ogdens to ITC for three times the amount he 
had paid originally, and also negotiated with Imperial to market 
tobacco in other countries. So Duke withdrew, financially 
better off, leaving the field to ITC — but the humble cigarette 
card remained as the accepted medium for boosting sales right 
up to the start of World War II. 


‘with the onset of World War I 
cigarette cards took over, almost 
wholly, a war aspect’ 


Before long the demand for knowledge decreased the advertising 
Space on cards in favour of more detail, and so the backs soon 
became a mine of information — another factor in enhancing 
their value to the collector today. The advent of cards during 
the Boer War resulted in a spate of subjects relating to the 
conflict, such as Soldiers of the Queen (Adkin), Boer War 
Cartoons (Cadle), Armies of the World (Brit. & Col. Tobacco 


All cards shown to actual size. 


THERE IS STILL 
APIACE IN THE LINE 


Two recruiting posters issued by W.D & H.O Wills 1915 
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PLAYER'S CIGARETTES. 


THIRD army. 


PLAYER’S CIGARETTES. 


Ttm CORPS. 


The top two cards are from John Players & Son’s ‘Drum 
Banners & Cap Badges’ series, issued in 1924. The remaining 
cards were also produced by John Player & Sons but show 
‘Army, Corps & Divisional Signs, 1914 — 1918’. 


Co.,), Boer War Celebrities (Edwards, Ringer & Bigg), and Naval 
& Military Phrases (Corre). With the more peaceful Edwardian 
reign military cards waned to a degree, but interest was still 
kept alive by issue of Life on Board a Man of War (Biggs), 
Types of the British Army (Brit. Amer. Tobacco Co..,), Soldiers 
of the King (Ogden) and Honour and Ribbons (Stubbs). But 
this period was short lived, and, with the onset of World War I 
cigarette cards took over, almost wholly, a war aspect. All kinds 
of military subjects were covered in series ranging from Flags to 
War Trophies, from Badges to Uniforms, from V.C. Heroes to 
Women on War Work and from Naval Portraits to British 
Warships. Aircraft began to be spotlighted and even War Posters 
on cards brought propaganda into the cartophilic precinct. 
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in 1915. 
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Today, with high prices governing the stamp and picture 
postcard markets, cigarette card collecting is proving to be one 
of the cheaper hobbies. So it is not surprising to find that, 
with all this mouth-watering memorabilia available, many 
ex-servicemen are taking up the pastime. It is the friendliest 
of hobbies, and the newcomer will not be short of help and 
advice. Cards may be found on stalls at fairs, in auction sales. or 
can be obtained by post from reputable dealers. There are three 
main comprehensive catalogues produced yearly which list and 
price pretty well nearly all the sets ever issued. 


An excellent lead into most sources of supply is the newsy 
magazine Cigarette Card Monthly, obtainable from the 
publishers ‘Reflections of a Bygone Age’, 15 Debdale Lane, 
Keyworth, Nottingham, NG12 SHT, priced at SOp post free. 
There you will find contacts and can locate fairs, scan lists 
and read articles. Through its columns you can advertise your 
needs and sell unwanted cards. Given time, your purchases — 
with sensible buying — could result in a profitable pastime as 
cards are yearly appreciating by 10% — 15%. 


Whatever, there is the added bonus of being the envy of all your 
friends when they view the panoramic extent and depth of your 
collection! 


W William Drinkwater served in the Medical Corps during 
the Second World War and then worked as an accountant 
in joinery. He is now retired and writes as a hobby. He is 
associated with Toc H in Corsham. 
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point 


Have you ever been a member of a grope (sic) in Toc H? 
Originally those wishing to be associated with Toc H had first 
to be recognised as a loose-knit ‘grope’ until such time as they 
were Officially recognised as a ‘group’, by the bestowal of a 
rushlight. Then in course of time, a team with the title of 
‘Guard of the Lamp’ would recommend to the Central 
Executive the recognition of that ‘group’ as a full blown 
‘branch’, to be marked with the bestowal of a lamp. 


‘up and down the country men were 
beginning to gather together in the 
name of Toc H’. 


But branches were not the earliest intention. It was in the minds 
of Dick Sheppard, Alec Patterson and Tubby Clayton (as we 
read in Bob Knight’s article in March Point 3) that the idea 
of a postwar Toc H germinated and took form. Tubby had for 
some time dreamed of a house somewhere in London where 
men might live in preference to the depressing loneliness of 


; ting Point looks at how 

ional series S#ar Some 
i C pects 0 oc H boern aa how they’ye 
on and asks where they should go from here 
change? ..: : 


This month, George Lee looks at 


The Branch 


‘headquarters’ was set 

i al moves Toc H ‘headq ela 

3 e ke Gardens, whicli ultimately became Toc H 
Mark 1, the living centre of Toc H. 


ent on the new movement spread quickly 
in London and the provinces.|t was largely due to Padre Pat 
Leonard, then Chaplain of Cheltenham College, that a beginning 
was made at Cheltenham which was to become the first 
nrovincial branch of Toc H. Meanwhile, up and down the 
country, in cities, towns and villages, groups of men were 
beginning to gather together in the name of Toc H, particularly 
in the Midlands and Leicester under the watchful eye of Padre 
Hugh Sawbridge (‘Sawbones’). A preliminary Club Directory’ 
published in July 1920 listed contacts in some 50 places in 
Great Britain (seen as ‘pivotal men’ rather than secretaries of 
recognised units), with some 20 correspondents overseas. Up 
until then the stress had been laid upon the Central Club House 
in London, but now the time had come when Toc H could no 
longer thus be contained and an organisation and structure 
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London lodgings. That house eventually came into being, 
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THE PRESIDENT in the CHAIR’ } 


SPEAKERS! 

THE. LADY BYNG OF VIMY. 
SIR AYLMER HUNTER WESTON, 
KC BI MIP 
TREYELYAN THOMPSON, M.P., 
THE LORD SAYE & SELE, 

J. H. NICHOLSON, M.A.. M.M.. 
Rev, P. B CLAYTON, M.A., M.C. 


THE TEXT OF “TOC.H.": Then 
said Mr. Valiant- for- Truth, “My 
sword I give to him that shall suo- 
oeed me in my pilgrimage. my cnur- 
age and skill to him that can get it.” 


Crs O DW 
Such notices, inviting ex-servicemen to 
reunion meetings, led to the formation of 
Toc H branches. (The Birth of a 
Movement, 1946) 
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suitable for the whole country had to be devised and considered. 


One of the petitions 
for a Lamp ” 
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(The Journal 1923). 
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From the very start, branches were intentio i 
largely from the ‘family’ angle: hence the habit of A the 
circle comparatively small so that the members might come to 
know one another as intimately as possible; hence the unwritten 
rule which forbade members to let differences of opinion be 
aired outside, or to bring into the family circle any disagreement 
which might have taken place elsewhere; hence the cup of tea 
and biscuit, the symbol of a family sitting down to a meal 
together in fellowship. Members were not expected to abandon 
their own convictions, but to appreciate and respect those of 
others; and however heatedly discussion and debate might 
rage, the friendship must remain intact. In time all this became 
tradition, and by taking this attitude at branch level members 
were able to take it also into public life, into work, and into 
their service in the wider community. 


In 1922, some 40 of the original ‘units’ — often loose-knit 
groups of members and their friends — were picked out to be 
recognised as the original branches and to have lamps bestowed 
upon them. The list of January 1923 also showed some two 
dozen other ‘units’ recognised officially as ‘groups’, 
together with five nominal ‘groups’ in Canada, two in USA, 
and nearly two dozen ‘correspondents’ in foreign parts. Whilst 
initially men recently demobilised rallied to Tubby’s standard 
in the early marks, it was really the experience in Cheltenham 
under Padre Pat Leonard that was to become the standard 
pattern of Toc H for many years to come. 


‘prayers were never the prerogative 
of the padre.’ 


Included in that standard pattern was the introduction of two 
particular branch officers unique to Toc H — the ‘pilot’ and 
the ‘jobmaster’. The special charge of the pilot was to help 
newcomers grasp what Toc H was really aiming at, whilst 
constantly raising fundamental questions — eg, whether 
the mixture within the branch was truly representative of the 
community in which it met. The chief requirement of a 
jobmaster was of a quality of imagination, with the insight to 
perceive people's real needs and how they might be helped 
through the practical goodwill of the members of the branch. 


These two officers together ensured that the branch saw service 
as the working out in practice of right human ‘family’ 
relationships, ensuring that such service would never be marred 
by elements of patronage or condescension which would 
degrade both server and those who served. From the early days, 
after the introduction of the lamp as the symbol of Toc H, the 
focal point of every branch meeting became the Ceremony of 
Light with the dual role of remembrance and of commitment. 
Often it became the practice, immediately following the 
Ceremony, to ask for the jobmaster‘s report. Likewise, at 
conclusion of the meeting, Family ‘homegoing’ Prayers became 
part of the tradition, summing up the aspirations 
and hopes of the branch in their witness. Prayers were never 
the prerogative of the padre or the pilot, every member being 
encouraged to take their turn at leading their fellow members 
in prayer — hence many would say that they were first 
encouraged into prayer by the understanding warmth of 
fellowship of branch life. 


The years 1919-1922 were particularly crucial to the movement, 
the crucible from which the conception of Toc H at its greatest, 
particularly in branch life, was to emerge. From then onwards 
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Padre Hugh Sawbridge (‘Sawbones’) — The Journal, 1926. 


the number of branches increased rapidly, and full-time staff, 
both lay and padres, were appointed as the need for them 
increased; and, as the number of groups and branches increased 
so they were ‘organised’ into districts and areas (and later on 
into regions). 


Grope, group, branch, action group, project — call the grouping 
what you will — it should make no difference. Apprentice, 
probationer, member, leader, volunteer, development officer — 
what’s in a name? It is doubtful that the founding fathers 
ever considered that the branch pattern would fit the need 
of all ages. But they would surely have wished that the same 
ingredients would always be seen as essential to any grouping of 
Toc H. Only thus can the movement be true to itself and offer a 
recognisable witness that we have ‘accepted the challenge to live 
out the simple, impossible standards of Jesus the man, and see 
where it leads us.’ (Sue Cumming, Point 3 August 1977, p. 129 
The Way of Friendship). 


It is for others, perhaps, to decide whether the old pattern 
of branch life has or has not served its useful purpose, or 
whether some other form or forms will prove just as viable and 
purposeful. The task of Toc H in the years to come is surely 
to transform its modes of service so that it is not so much doing 
something for people, as being with people and helping them to 
find their way in a crowded and confused world. The best 
possible pattern needs to be formulated to fit the needs of 
the time, as branches undoubtedly did theirs. 


ll George Lee was on the Toc H Staff for 34 years. He retired 
in 1985 having served in S W Region, Manchester, Australia, 
Lincolnshire and the West Midlands/ South Wales Region. He 
is currently chairman of the Birmingham District Branch; 
booking secretary for Weirside; and on the Birmingham 
Centre management committee. 


YOU = 
letters 


We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters with full name and address 
will be considered for publication. 


Judaism 


May I congratulate you on a most 
sensitive and excellent issue on Judaism. 
I have shown it to numerous colleagues 
who have also expressed great 
admiration for your courage in 
publishing such articles. In my opinion, 
this type of practical approach does far 
more for Judaeo-Christian relations than 
any moralising from pulpits — or than 
do any official releases asking us to 
be tolerant of one another. 


Professor Raymond Dwek 
Oxford 


Although I was interested to read the 
article A Law for Living by (September), 
I would like to point out that there 
is also a fourth group of Jews, that of 
the ‘fulfilled’ or ‘completed’ Jew — 
that is, the people of the Jewish race who 
have come to know Jesus as God’s son. 
Judaism and Christianity are inter- 
twined to the point of being inseparable. 
There are innumerable references to 
Jesus as the Son of God in the Bible. 
The Jewish nation clearly had so much of 
God’s thoughts passed on to it through 
the Law and the Prophets that it was no 
coincidence that God chose it for His 
son to be born into. We as Christians are 
in a sense fulfilled Jews — Paul tells us 
that as Gentiles we are accepted into the 
Jewish line as ‘God’s chosen people’. 
Jesus said he had come not to abolish 
the Law but to fulfil it and God’s Church 
on earth started through Jewish 
Christians such as Peter, Paul and John. 
Let us see that it is impossible to be a 
Christian without a commitment also to 
the Old Testament and the Jewish nation. 


Jan Pearce 
Toc H Friendship Circles, 
Cleveland 


I read with interest the September issue 
of Point 3, which was given to me by a 
friend, and appreciate you efforts to 
introduce Judaism to your readers. 
However I was a little concerned about 
some of the assumptions made, 
particularly that expressed in the editorial 
— that committed Christians who devote 
so much of their time and energy to 
dialogue are ‘of course, not looking for 
converts’. Why ‘of course’? I think that 
a survey of those who, like myself, are 
giving their lives to people of other 
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to Christ from other faiths? Are nee 
telling me that the minister who eoi 
my Jewish father, brothers and o i 
was wrong? That I should never ha 
come to know Christ, never have 
received forgiveness through His death, 
never have known His life-giving spint 
transforming my life? Or would you 
allow me these privileges because my 
mother was a Gentile? I hear of groups 
where Jews and Christians meet but 
which specifically exclude Jewish 
Christians. | have not heard whether Jesus 
would be admitted to their meetings but | 
know that St Peter and St John would 
not and St Paul’s impassioned prayers for 
his own countrymen would have 
excluded him. And what about me? In 
another time and place I would have been 
sufficiently Jewish to have accompanied 
my grandmother to the gas chambers. 
Am I now sufficiently Jewish for 
‘Christians’ to exclude me from 
salvation in Christ and the fellowship of 
the Church? I think the gas chamber 
would be preferable. 
Ida Glaser 
Asian Project Worker 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


Please, please can we have an attractive 
cover? I have a great deal of feeling for 
the Jews, having travelled through Israel, 
but the Jewish writing on the September 
cover did nothing for me. We need colour 
and something we can focus on — people, 
not necessarily well-known, but people! 
Or a challenging question! Something 
which will make others look. Our 
magazine should be a means of conveying 
the spirit of Toc H to others. It 
should have a message for others as well 
as ourselves and yet recently | have not 
felt 1 can drop it in at my local library. 
It does not have enough variety. A whole 
issue devoted to one theme will not 
encourage readers, who don't all have 
the same interests. The idea of looking at 
different faiths is excellent and the 
September editorial made some good 
points — but do we need to have it all 
at once? 


Betty Blower 
Leamington Spa 


Thank you so much for your Special 
issue on Judaism. which was sent to me 
(1 once came to a Toc H weekend to talk 
about Judaism at the time of your 
vigil and found being with your members 
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a lovely and heartwarming experience 
think getting actual rabbis to wil e), 
articles worked very well, } 4 ~ the 
your editorial was most sensitive <a ght 
book reviews were on books jn ke the 
with the rest. Although most of Ping 
members probably can’t read HELA ur 
hope they liked the cover — in my k; l 
it was beautiful, a wonderful w ew 
behold. Several of my non-Jewish fri t 
who have seen the issue haye taken the 
address to write away for it. l enclose ¢3 
for a year’s subscription and help a 
postage. 

Marge Clouts 

Ongborough 


Toc H in South Africa 


So much has been said and written about 
apartheid that we have some hesitancy in 
adding our comments. We will not Tepeat 
all that has been tabled. Members of 
Wellington Branch New Zealand have, 
individually and corporately, given 
thought and prayer to this appallingly 
difficult problem. We have read with 
sympathy the divergent points of view 
expressed in Point 3, and it is with the 
realisation that we are so distant from 
the stresses in both UK and South Africa 
that we write. 

Whatever the rights and wrongs 
we are pledged to follow a way of life 
highlighted by the Lamp of Maintenence 
and cannot concur with any action 
which precludes members from our 
family fellowship. Recently the branch 
Padre led a study session in which 
members gave their personal convictions. 
The outcome we believe was that Toc H 
UK has a duty still to hold within the 
family Toc H South Africa, while still 
expressing abhorrence of apartheid. We 
pray that this will be done and that the 
Toc H genius for bringing together 
people of differing opinions will prevail. 

Incidentally, thank you Bishop 
Cuthbert Bardsley for a timely reminder 
that Toc H is a Christianising body. 
It was a salutory recall to the spirit by 
which our movement was first motivated. 

Our prayers are with you all. 


Jack Davies and members 
Wellington Branch New Zealand 


Toc H and Christianity 


l am very sad to hear the Christian faith 
debated as it is continually in Point 3, 
as if it was something of little importance. 
Paul wrote, to new believers, ‘You use 
the name of God but you deny His 
Power’. This describes Toc H exactly, 
I regret to say. Britain is just as much a 
mission field as Africa and China! Come 
on, you who lead Toc H ,encourage us to 
put the Lord Jesus Christ first in all 
things. It is time to get off the fence and 
work for the coming Kingdom of God. 


John Anderson 
Broughty Ferry 


— 
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Toc H’s Disadvantage? 


In October's editorial one phrase did not 
ring true, ie ‘Toc H is at a disadvantage. It 
doesn't have a single aim or task or 
message. Wrong. The true spirit of Toc H 
has (or did have) all three. In its original 
conception Toc H could best be described 
as ‘a way of life’, with God the Father, 
Son and Spirit at the hub from which the 
Four Points of its Compass radiated. Its 
aims were to build bravely God’s kingdom 
on earth, in the face of the world’s 
opinions and its passing fads; to witness 
humbly to that kingdom, humbly and 
quietly through service and fellowship 
to others; to think fairly by being 
prepared to listen to others and not do all 
the talking; to love widely — all, of 
whatever race or creed. This task of 
trying to follow Christ’s example could 
only be attempted by walking close to 
God and seeking His guidance. Toc H 
cannot be advertised by billboards and 
gimmicks but only by living it. Toc H’s 
aim today should still be to help all 
seekers to find the true meaning of life; 
its task, to seek to bring about the aim 
by service and fellowship; its message, 
that there is a true meaning to life if we 
will try to find it, and that with God’s help 
we will. Toc H is not at a 
disadvantage — what a glorious adventure 
it could still have! If, however, the 
editorial statement is right, then Toc H is 
like salt that has lost its savour, or a light 
that has gone out. 


Winnie Nelson 
Oxford 


I have pondered on your statement 
in the October editorial, that ‘Toc H 
doesn’t have a single aim or task or 
message’. Surely the life and work of 
Toc H stems from a Christian basis of 
fellowship with God our father, leading 
the fellowship with all with whom we 
share our lives. Toc H was founded on 

, this spiritual vision as exemplified in 
the lives of Tubby and those who with 
him spread this vision by personal 
relations, talks and writings. Without 
these visionaries, Toc H would not be 
with us today. The words of the Main 
Resolution and the Four Points express 
formally this spiritual vision. In the 
early pattern, the work of branches in 
serving their local communities was 
witness to it. In recent years. Toc H 
has tended to devote its energies on 
a social service type basis and thus we 
have seen a decline in membership and 
a sad loss of influence. 


Leslie Pritchard 
Bristol 


1 found the editorial in October very 
thought provoking, having been myself 
considering prayerfully where Toc H is 
going and whether it has a future at all. 
It must certainly change with the rapidly 
changing world we live in, in the way it 
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goals practically. The goals 
f changeless. Looking at its 
es one wonders if it has 
beh had its day and if the Four 
Oints are not adequately worked out 
by other bodies such as the churches. 
Personally, I would like to see the Fourth 
Point put first. If we put God first 
tnen all other goals will be possible — 
for example the walking of that tight- 
Tope between tolerance of the views of 
Others while Standing immoveably on the 


Tock of truth of the word of God and the 
teaching of Jesus. 


Anne Sales 
Solihull 


I did not, of course, mean to suggest 
that Toc H doesn’t have any aim or task 
or message — rather that it doesn’t have 
any single one that it is easy for outsiders 
to grasp and respond to. Ed. 


Advertising Clairvoyants 


I was intrigued by your reply to Jan 
Fielding (October, Your Letters). 
concerning an advertisement for a 
clairvoyant. As it was placed by a Toc H 
Member, you say “we assumed that she 
finds no contradiction between 
clairvoyancy and the principles of Toc H, 
including its Christian basis. So you 
were happy to publish. Can 1 safely 
assume then, that if a member of Toc H 
wishes to place an advertisement for 
pornography, or in support of the 
National Front, you will be equally 
obliging? 
Revd Dominic Furness 
Guildford 


I] support Jan Fielding in her protest 
against an advertisement inserted by a 
clairvoyant. The occult is quite 
incompatible with the Christian faith. 
See Acts 19. 18-19. 


Rev Geoffrey Chatterton 
Cramlington 


The Director and the Editor acknowledge 
that they made a mistake in printing this 
advertisement. Although the person in 
question has written to us to Stress that 
she is a healer with a deep Christian 
faith who does not practise fortune- 
telling the advertisement was in fact for 
clairvoyancy which, as the National 
Chaplaincy team has advised us, is 
against Christian principles. We refer 
also to the new CEC guidelines on 
Trading Standards, which ‘state that 
‘nothing sold or exhibited by Toc H 
must be detrimental to Toc H values as 
represented in the Four Points of the 
Compass’. We would like to thank all 
those who have written to make their 
views known. 
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Are You 
out of 
ToU) H? 


The London event, to celebrate 25 years 
of projects, is over. We can no longer 
look forward to it. So what now? 


Perhaps many people reading this were 
involved with projects but now find that 
havinga family prevents that involvement . 
Like me, do you feel that too much time 
has been spent with a mere toe-hold 
in a movement which offers fond 
memories of yesteryear but little 
opportunity for active involvement today? 
Babies and children do not fit in to the 
project scene now, nor really have they 
ever done. Still less do they fit in with 
adult branches. 


For me, that wonderful experience which 
was Toc H was not felt by merely 
attending weekly or fortnightly meetings. 
Yet this is largely what is on offer from 
many branches. In the absence of 
altematives many members have 
withdrawn, others just exist. Point 3 still 
arrives each month, the subs are paid by 
the bank and the years go by. For couples, 
separate men’s and women’s branches 
offer no prospect for shared experience. 
Joint branches, where they exist, require 
baby-sitters or taking tums, neither of 
which is a valid option. The day spent in 
London may have rekindled a few flames 
but, with no fuel for the fire, that light 
will soon flicker and die once again. 


I would suggest that Toc H must offer 
the possibility of full family involvement. 
This would include family projects, 
certainly, but we should also be 
examining family branches and family 
membership. Children of a certain age 
could be associates in their own right, 
growing up within the movement rather 
than being excluded from it. In this way 
localised groups of families could meet 
together for fellowship and service. 


Action is needed at different levels. Who 
else shares some of these feelings and 
would like to be a part of this action? At 
local level, all over the country, people 
must come together. The concept of 
different forms of membership, as 
outlined above, will need to be addressed 
by existing branches, districts and by 
Central Council. 


Most important of all is to let others 
know what you think and feel. If you are 
interested then get in touch — and get 
in Toc H again. 
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25 YEARS 
OF PROJECTS 


Publicity 
Drive. ..,..: 


The first of these projects is described 
by Gerry Conibeer who, along with 11 
other people, spent seven days driving 
around the United Kingdom in a convoy 
of Toc H cars. The Publicity Drive 
stopped off in six major cities and, when 
he wasn’t behind the wheel or handing 
out leaflets, Gerry managed to keep a 
diary of the week’s events . . . 


On Friday evening six Toc H cars with 11 
volunteers drove through Newcastle in 
the first of several motorcade convoys to 
Talbot House, Seghill, looking impressive 
with 25 Years’ labels. Newbottle branch 
provided a terrific meal before we were 
admin. briefed until 30 minutes before 
closing time. The local beer at only 77p. 
sutiably broke any remaining ice. Next 
morning’s breakfast was a good meal 
thanks to further dedication of the 
branch. Further disguising of cars to 
resemble rolling posters, and sorting of 
parcels for a 9.30 start for work but — 
no leaflets! — we are here and the leaflets 
not. Who didn’t pack them? At the 
Earl Grey Monument — the Toc H 
pitch, shared with loud speaker, S.W.P. 
and the Ultimate in Communism Party — 
our display car, Tubby the teddy, the 
Marler Haley, and on-the-job training 
by David Mayhew, attracted attention. 
A couple of hours of competition 
accosting the populace passed quite 
pleasantly. At lunch, news came of our 
leaflets being at Colsterdale, and a group 
volunteered for a recovery trip. 


Well, on to Edinburgh, old cobbled 
streets with the hostel close to the Royal 
Mile, and self-catering congestion leading 
to the decision to try the local waters 
first. Sue Wood and Gerry Ashfield, the 
Toc H contacts, led us astray adequately 
and then prepared our supplies into a 
marvellous meal. Later, about 8am, 
our last volunteer joined us by dawn 
coach. Sunday was free from duty, and 
after breakfast, we planned to take the 
highland air. Before leaving there was an 
interesting chat with a German student 
impressed by the Toc H presence, having 
seen a similar cavalcade in Newcastle the 
day before! Was it government organised? 
he asked. Later we had our hour of 
contemplation. although without the 


The Publicity Drive: 
people and places... 


music. Ad hoc reflective contributions 
included the thought of all those 
volunteers annually parted from, who 
might now be contemplating us. 


Monday morning saw us all at work on 
Princes Street pressing the leaflets on all 
who might be interested, and it was said 
that a Scot or two had been caught 
among the cosmopolitan throng. On the 
road again at lunchtime for Liverpool, a 
long drive shared variously among the 
team, our convoy arrival being greeted on 
the YMCA steps by John Biggerstaff and 
assembled local members, a good supper, 
and comfortable accommodation. Early 
on Tuesday morning it was down to 
Albert Dock, with its huge converted 
warehouses in a splendid colonnaded walk 
of shops, museum, Tate Gallery, and cold 
wind. However sunshine illuminated the 
view of the Liver building, and all the 
dock except our corner. The display was 


set up and manned by branch members, 
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Now that the 25th Year of Ton 
Projects is drawing to a close i 
seems appropriate to take a qui 
look back at the different ways į 
which we celebrated. Durin n 
second week of September, ty, 
very unusual projects were under. 
taken, not only to mark th 
anniversary but also to publicise 
Toc H across the country. 


Photos: Gerry Conibeer 


and the clientele receptive — they had to 
Squeeze past on the edge of the dock. 
This leaflet drop was notable for none to 
pick up afterwards! With fond farewells 
we had a quick Beatleland tour and set 
off for the trip to Birmingham. Arrival 
was a bit late into the anxious arms (full 
of food supplies) of John Dickson at St 
Peter’s College, and self-catering was soon 
skilfully embarked upon. 


On Wednesday we awoke to another 
lovely day and a relatively leisurely start 
for Chamberlain Square, The site awaited 
us complete with playscheme, clowns, 
local members. young Toc H group and 
Point 3's editor. We have already 
mentioned our special volunteer ‘Tubby’. 
the huge teddy, and this stage found him 
really working hard with the youngsters- 
The session was busy and friendly and 
our goodbyes came too quickly. Off again 
down the MS to Wales and Cardiff Toc H 
Centre, toa greeting by Louisa Parish and 


—————— i. eee 


nai 


silver Shenanigan 


Meanwhile, in the North-East of England, 
a group of 8 volunteers were spreading 
the Toc H message in a very different way. 
Here, Suzanne Dunwell writes about 
the travelling street theatre, which went 
under the name of ‘Silver Shenanigan’ 


The name says it all! A project of high 
spirited activity to celebrate the silver 
anniversary of Toc H projects. At least 
that was the response in the North East 
Region, where the project aimed to 
involve as many members as possible 
and to promote projects to a wider 
audience. 


The planning began a full year ago. 
Following regional support, branches and 
districts throughout the region were 
contacted and invited to help — and the 


Photo: The Harrogate Herald 


response was ye 


rising to: the pe good with everyone 


i casion. The pla 
m pian was to 
ea noted 4 group of volunteers to 
pe rehearse, at the Colsterdale 
rr » à Snort street play which would 

en be taken ‘on tour’ around the region. 


This involved branch members 
approaching their local authorities for 
permission to perform the play in town 
centre venues. Some branches were also 
asked to arrange overnight 
accommodation for the project 
volunteers. But it didn’t stop at this. 
Une of the branches even arranged for 


local dignitaries to be present when the 
play was performed at their venue, or had 
Special ‘custom’ leaflets produced with 


pie of local Toc H activities to hand 
out. 


The Silver Shenanigan Team is seen here with the Mayor and Mayoress of Harrogate 


and local Toc H members. 


local members who promptly sat us down 
to a slap-up meal. This left us rather 
comatose. especially with the sight of an 
enormous breakfast being lined up. 
Sunny again, Thursday started with 
Setting up at Cardiff town centre and 
Station, with members from Treforest, 
Barry and Cardiff. Bronwens and Dais 
were selected for our leaflets, but soon 


lunchtime came, and our various ways to 
England, 


Evening saw us assembled at the Friends 
Meeting House at Frenchay near Bristol, 
hosted by David Harrison. with Daphne 
Dawes soon having a lovely supper on 
the table. On Friday, two volunteers 
(obtained before discovering the 7.20 
Start) were off to 6th form assembly at 
Nailsea, whilst others were to help 
Prepare for the evening Ceilidh, leafleting 
in Broadmead, and meeting the Director. 
These 2 days were also notable for a 
broadcast about the project by Norah on 


ee -~ — 


and Eric with John 
Mitchell on Bristol Sound. Tapes of both 
can be heard on request. The leafleting in 
Bristol was mixed; a good position but 


Western Radio, 


more than usual refusals, and 
more than usual litter lifting. 
Eventually the Ceilidh time came and 
assembled bands and drama group kept 
150 people entertained and aware of 
‘25 Years’ and Toc H — it was a lovely 
evening joined by Jane and Phil Douch 
and party, and followed by more project 
fun back at base. 


Saturday, the last day — early recovery 
and sorting out of cars, baggage and 
supplies, set us off on our final leg to the 
London Event. We missed the rendezvous 
point due to motorway closure: however 
the project showed truc initiative and 
eventually all arrived at Regents Park to a 
fanfare and grand drive-in, well 
photographed. So, THE END moik 
terrific. really memorable project. 


Getting finance at the outset was a 
little slow, but money began to roll in, 
aided by a sponsored swim by co-leader 
Clare Burgin, but given a real boost by 
local brewers T & R Theakston, whose 
£300 donation constituted half of the 
cost of the project. 


The volunteers met together for the 
first time on Friday 9 September at the 
Toc H Colsterdale Centre. Led by Simon 
Cottingham and Clare Burgin, the team 
of volunteers varied in age and ability — 
a good Toc H mix. They worked hard 
that weekend, writing and rehearsing, 
and preparing their props. The banner, 
sporting the ‘25 years’ logo was later 
used at the Albert Hall’s Last Night of 
the Proms — you may have seen it on 
television! 


The Silver Shenanigan play received its 
first viewing when an invited audience 
of members attended the Colsterdale 
Centre for the National Hour of Reflection 
and Prayer. Following a communal meal, 
the troupe departed for Sheffield — their 
first fully public performance. 


During the week celebrating 25 Years of 
Toc H Projects, the team of volunteers 


performed Silver Shenanigan at ten 
venues between Sheffield and 
Middlesbrough — at least two 


performances at each venue. The play 
received excellent press coverage — 
thanks to Criterion Communications — 
and we hear the performances generated a 
number of enquiries after the event. 


That may sound like the end of the 
project. Not quite. The grand finale was 
performing the play at Toc H’s national 
London Event at Regents College 
on 17 September. I hope those of you 
who were there, and saw the play, agree 
that it was a very good presentation of 
the ‘Spirit of Toc H’. 


Many thanks to the project volunteers, 
plus all the other people who made it 
all possible. 


Both the Publicity Drive and the Silver 
Shenanigan ended their respective tours 
by taking part in The London Event on 
Saturday 17 September. Around 200 
people converged upon Regents College 
to meet up with friends old and new, 
many of whom had been project 
volunteers during the last two and a half 
decades. The occasion was made 
especially memorable by various multi- 
cultural bands and musicians, who 
performed on stage throughout the day 
and well into the night. 


In the January issue of Point 3, there 
will be a full report on the Event, 
containing interviews with some of those 
who provided the live entertainment. 
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Edate 


new 
members 


The following new members were 
registered during September/October 


Grace Hewson, Ruby M Stockdale, 
Elsie M Robinson, (Barton on Humber J) 
Norah D Anderson, Nicholas J Griffiths 
(Central branch) 
Florence Wyers (Cheadle Hulme W) 
Elizabeth Blair (Denny J) 
Eileen M Arthur, Elaine L Cook, 
Marcea R Cook, Elizabeth G Blamey 
(Hayle W) 
John Oaklev (Hemel Hempstead M) 
Jack D Wilson (Higham Ferrers M) 
Jessie Lennie, Catherinea Melvin, 
Agnes Yule (Levenmouth J) 
Marie P M Steele (Melton Mowbray W) 
William J Lord (Nailsea M) 
Vera M Kendrick (Nailsea W) 
Archibald C Campbell 
(Skelmorlie & Weymss Bay J) 
Leonard W Seamer (Stamford J) 
John H Darlington (Stockport J) 
Georgina M Bateson (Thornaby J) 
Olive Hillyer (Wallasey W) 
Sher Azad (West Essex District) 


Welcome to 25 new members. 


welcome__ 


to Dermod Knox, who has taken up the 
post of Fund Raiser. 


to Pen Bayley, the new Long Term 
Volunteer based at Lindridge House 
in Devon. 


farewell — |] 


to Mick Tierney, Project Development 
Officer (SE) who left us at the beginning 
of November. 


Development 
who 


to Jennie Smith, our 
Officer based in Peterborough, 
also left in November. 


apologies__] 


In the November issue of Point 3, we 
said that Martin Rivett was a former 
member of the National Projects 
sub-Committee. He was in fact a member 
of the Mid-Eastern Regional Projects 
Committee. Sorry! 
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obituaries 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In July 
Mrs A ‘Dell’ Cases (Troon) 


In August 

Lilian I Charman (Brighton) 

E John Dowse (Swindon District) 
James Mc Innes (Crieff) 

Walter J ‘Jack’ Mead (Ipswich) 
Clarice M Turner (Wessex District) 


In September 

Hugh Chisholm (Uckfield) 

Elsie M Clement (Seaford) 

Sidney Frost (Treforest) 

Wilfred R Sivyer (Cheltenham) 
Robert F Walker (Ashfield District) 
A E ‘Eddie’ Watts (Higham Ferrers) 


In October 
Kathleen Fraser-Smith 

(Springfields District) 
Dorothy M Legg (Cheltenham) 
Winifred R Lenton (Biggleswade) 
Ethel N Mellor (Glamorgan District) 
Eric Smith (Nailsea M) 
Eva L Sutton (Treforest) 
William ‘Bill’ Williams (Edgmond) 


Not Previously Recorded 
Cyril D Abbott 
(Gloucestershire North District) 
Phyllis Evans (Bargoed) 
Joan M Lewis (Bargoed) 
Cecily Lyth (Bridlington) 


Towards the end of this summer, a former 
member of our staff and her husband died in 
tragic circumstances whilst on holiday in the 
West Country. Nancy Rennie (nee Griffiths) 
was known to many in Toc H and was very 
prominent at the time of the merger 
between the men’s and women's movements. 
Here, Ray and Jennifer Fabes pay tribute to her: 


Whilst acknowledging the loss to the movement, 
we would want to give thanks for the 
invigorating partnership we shared with Nancy 
in Surrey and South and West London in the 
late "60s early °70s. It was our privilege to be 
party to her energetic and enthusiastic 
contributions to the development of the often 
hazardous issue of integration. Nancy’s 
engaging personality, her ready smile, wit and 
presence enlivened many a situation and her 


ability always to see the positives in any 
situation enabled many to share the 
excitements of developing all kinds of 


experiments that were new to Toc H at that 
time; from family living to introducing young 
Bangladeshis to the English countryside to the 
expansion of ‘local projects’. Nancy was at the 
forefront in her family and, as a newcomer to 
the staff, was able to cut through so much of 
the unhelpful past history to enable others to 
share that zest for life which characterised 
every hour we were privileged to share, 


Nancy's daughter, Ann Tarrant, would like to 
express her sincere appreciation for the many 
letters of sympathy she has received, along 
with several donations which have been made 
to Toc H. 


— | 


Welshpool Branch suffered a double blo 
we hie with the deaths of Gus Jones ane 
Richard Lloyd. Both had been in failing health 


for some years. 


had been a member for over half a Benth 
mae his association with Toc H he Wee 
with distinction on many public bodies, 
notably on the local and Powys Cau 
Councils. He was an ex-Mayor of Welshpool, 
and the last man to be created an Aldeman 
before local government re-organisation, 


Richard came much later to Toc H, but 
with no less zeal. He acted as secretary when 
the need arose, and by common assent was 
‘the keeper of the Lamp’ for many years: to 
and from meetings he carried it with love, 
reverence and humility. 


We shall miss them in our midst, and the 
familiar sight of them strolling around town, 
where they were such well-known and popular 
figures. They were so different in so many 
ways, but one common factor is worthy of 
mention in their service to Toc H they both 
found strength and purpose as committed 


Christians. 
EHC 


Many people in Plymouth and Tavistock have 
lost a valued friend with the passing of Alec 
Cumming. Alec became a member of Toc H at 
Rossendale in Lancashire and during the time 
that he was director of Plymouth's museums 
and art galleries, there were several occasions 
when Tubby Clayton was a guest at his 
residence at Buckland Abbey. Because of his 
work and extensive travels, Alec was unable to 
take an active part in Toc H branch life, but 
was able to assist with radio broadcasts to local 
hospitals from the Plymouth Argyle football 
stadium. During the latter years of his life, he 
had to suffer much ill health and severe 
physical disablement, but despite this he very 
much enjoyed the fellowship of Toc H in 
Tavistock. 

JD 


Helen Benbow first met Toc H in 1922 and her 
involvement never ceased from then on. She 
joined the staff of the League of Women 
Helpers and spent two periods working as 
organising sccretary in Australia and from 
there visited New Zealand. After retuming 
for the second time, she took up a post with 
Toe H as assistant to Rex Calkin, the General 
Secretary, as the women had no position to 
offer commensurate with her ability and 
long experience. When Helen left the staff 
of Toc H, she went for a time to work in 
the Information Office at Church House, 
Westminster, still keeping close contact with 
her Toc H friends. Finally, she spent her 
retirement years in Tunbridge Wells 
enthusiastically pursuing her many interests, 
including music, and undertaking a great deal 
of voluntary work in the town. Many friends 
from other parts enjoyed her hospitality and 
she will long be remembered for her warm 
personality and lively concern for the welfare 
of other people. 

EP 


Con Lasper had been a member of Toc H 
since 1928. In that year he helped to start 
the Brislington Men's Branch and was 
subsequently a member of several men’s 
branches before moving to Yorkshire in the late 
1940s and taking up the post of district 
secretary. When he returned to Bristol, some 20 
years ago, he joined Knowle Men's Branch 
and was also the secretary of the Anchor 
Society, a very ancient Bristol charity. Con will 
be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

AWL 


We give thanks for their lives, 
eS 


na 


review 


piety and Paradox 


St Dominic 
Barbara Cahill 


The Way of Paradox 
Cyprian Smith 


Darton, Longman & Todd 
Each at £3.95 


St Dominic had a habit of staying up 
all night weeping and praying aloud — 
he made such a noise that he woke 
people up. He was a great believer in 
prostrations, genuflexions and the loud 
singing of the office, and walked around 
the choir urging them on. He was known 
for his affectionate nature and when he 
once arrived al a convent so late that he 
got all the nuns out of bed, he talked to 
them at length but then insisted that 
wine was brought out and that everyone 
had plenty to drink. 


This lively energy, overlying and 
expressing great scholarship and deep 
attachment to the Gospels, has 
characterised the best of the Dominicans 
since their founder’s death in 1221. But 
Barbara Cahills book on Dominic 
portrays none of the extrovert, erratic 
power of the man or of his order and its 
crude piety and heavy-handed praise 
serve merely to alienate the reader from 
a spirituality that comes across as harsh, 
narrow and simplistic. Dominic and his 
contemporaries emerge as little more 
than puppets on a cardboard stage: the 
goodies are faultless, the baddies 
irredeemable. There are moments when 
the author opens our eyes to the 
historical context. But generally, 
supposition is used to fill the gaps in the 
sources: ‘Tt is sad but true that, of both 
Parents, comparatively little is accurately 
known, but what is known is good, 
Precious and praiseworthy’. 


You cannot write successfully about 12th 
and 13th century religion without facing 
the differences from our own age. The 
crusade against the heretical Cathars is 
here Teported with jingoistic fervour — 
yet what modem reader can read of such 
things without misgiving? The heresy 
itself is dismissed out of hand: “t is 
difficult to understand how intelligent 
People could conscientiously believe 
these things’ Barbara Cahill seems 
unaware that many people feel the same 
about orthodox Catholicism. Such people 
Would find it incredible that she reports 
the intriguing story of the appearance 
Of the devil in the form of a ‘cat-like 
monster, with large flashing eves and 


ee 


claws like those 
around before s 
and ‘leaving a re 
without any co 


of a tiger’ which prowls 
pringing up a bell-rope 
volting stench behind’ — 
mment at all, 


£ i ġ egie that the opportunity to fill 
hates P On the bookshelves on Dominic 
i. €n squandered. It is still more 
a Ortunate that it comes with a 
oreword by a respected Dominican 
wnter which acts as 4 powerful 
Endorsement — I felt cheated by this. It 
is a book in the hagiographic tradition 
a tradition I believe to be outmoded and 


unhelpful to the spirti 
aaa pirtiual explorers of 


By contrast, The Way of Paradox is a 
convincing introduction to another 
Dominican, Meister Eckhart. He died in 
1328, about a century after the founder 
of his Order. Cyprian Smith is careful 
to put him in context and to state what 
Eckhart took for granted — that he saw 
himself as loyal to the Catholic Church 
and assumed the same to be true of his 
readers; this despite the fact that he was 
tried for heresy towards the end of his 
life. In recent years he has become 
popular and it is suggested that this is 
because the 20th century, like the 14th, 
is a time of spiritual crisis and apocalyptic 
vision -- although no argument for this 
analysis is presented. 


The goal of Eckhart’s path is Divine 
Knowledge, which is grounded in faith 
and love but which comes closer to God 
than these because it will not be satisfied 
with either revelation or reflection but 
solely with reality. Such Knowledge 
according to Eckhart, catches God off His 


relevant. 


persons wanting peace and quiet. 


in Hackney. 


For further information contact: 


Prideaux House 


The Community and Fellowship of 
Friends Anonymous Service 


Prideaux House is not a hotel, nor a boarding house, nor a hostel. It is the home 
of a community of people who have found their faith in God very real and 


Our aim is to offer good quality accommodation in a homely atmosphere for 
that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, shops, museums and 
concerts. Ideally suited for persons attending conferences, courses, business 
meetings. interviews, and for those in need of relaxation. Perfect for groups or 


Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson Wing of our Community 
House and Centre in ten single (only) rooms, and all proceeds support our work 


Each bedroom has a very high standard of furbishing with own wash-basin. 
There are good shower facilities, lounges, TV Room, small garden and the 
Community Chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm. Sadly, accommodation is 
not suitable for children, smokers and persons on specific orthodox diets. 


The Rev Gualter R de Mello, Prideaux House, Ecumenical Interfaith Centre, 
10 Church Crescent, London, E9 7DL. Telephone: 01 986 2233. 


(If writing, state name of paper, quating ‘ACC/87’.) 


guard: ‘in His dressing room’. It brings 
oneness with God, for which we were 
made. But the only way we can reach this 
Knowledge is through a way of paradox. 
We cannot come to God if we continue 
to see Him in the usual images — on the 
other hand, if we don’t start by 
‘imagining’ God and projecting human 
qualities onto Him, we will never come to. 
believe in Him at all. The way to Truth is 
to project and then to withdraw our 
projections. Eckhart tries to shock us into 
seeing how narrow our perception of God 
is: Jf I say that God is good, that is not 
true. God is not good: I am good.’ No 
description of human values or virtues 
can hope to define God. 


Eckhart’s concepts of ‘the Ground of the 
Soul’, ‘the Silent Desert’ and his 
perception of the Trinity are explained at 
length. Eckhart mocked the assumption 
that only the contemplative can approach 
God. If I am ina state of rapt meditation 
and a poor man wants a bowl of soup 
from me, then I must leave my rapture 
and help him. I must be free from self- 
seeking and alive to the demands of the 
moment — only by such detatchment 
will I eventually find God and self. ‘To be 
a Person’ summarises Cyprian Smith 
‘means to have learned the secret and 
paradoxical art: to go out, yet remain 
within; to exert power, yet exercise 
restraint; to transcend, yet remain 
oneself; to be in movement, yet be in 
total repose. This is a deeper concept of 
personhood than is to be found in most 
thinkers, either ancient or modern. But it 
is the truest, being based on the reality of 
God and of the human self. 

Judith Rice 


Gopak Ltd 


FOLDING TABLES 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 
Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 5BR 

No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring 
0303 65751 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


GENEROUS DISCOUNTS — 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding casily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals . . . 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


scared of Missing 
the Next Issue 
of Point 3? 


Published by Toc H, 


Don’t rely on other people to show you their copy; make sure 
you get one of your own by taking out a personal subscription. 
For just £2 a year* you could have Point 3 delivered to you 
every month. Here are just some of the things you’ll be reading 
about in 1989: 


The year begins with a full report on Central Council, along 
with the first in a new series, ‘Change of Direction’, in which 
different people talk about how their lives have taken an 
unexpected course . . . During the following months, we’ll be 
continuing our series on major religions; featuring the work of 
Toc H in BAOR; taking a look at some of the issues present in 
modern society, such as homelessness and the plight of refugees; 
and our ‘Starting Point’ series will continue with articles on 
marks and community houses, the Women’s Association, 
Talbot House and Tubby Clayton. All this plus, of course, news 
and views from within the movement. 


Take out your subscription to Point 3 now by writing to: 
The Editorial Department, Toc H HQ, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Please send me Point 3 each month for one year, 


I enclose cheque / PO for £2 (payable to Toc H). 


Name 


Address 


Oe ee ee ee ee 
* Any help towards the cost of postage will be gratefully received. 


ALL 
HALLOWS 
CAROL 


ONCERT 


SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 


Details from: Connie Pring, 
39 Princes Plain, 
Bromley Kent. BR2 8HL 
Tel: 01 462 8164 
(After 7pm) 


Drotecting 
Tomorrow, 


Today — 


Irving Silverwood 
(Huddersfield) Ltd 


Insurance Brokers 


Perseverance House 
Firth Street 
HUDDERSFIELD 
West Yorkshire HD1 3BL 


Telephone 0484 22200 
Telex 51458 Comhud G for Eastwood 


= 
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Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens. 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties. 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 
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